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KARASTAN MAKES A STATEMENT AT DINING BY DESIGN
DALTON, GA, March 10, 2007—Karastan is recognized in fashion circles as a category leader and continually demonstrates its commitment to high style by participating in celebrity events. One such event is Elle Décor’s Dining by Design in New York City—a lavish affair where designers, celebrities, and the who's who of fashion convene for a night of style, excitement and spirited collaboration. Starring at the event are over-the-top table environments created by some of today’s biggest names, such as Waterford, Ralph Lauren, Lexus, Coach—and of course, Karastan. 
      Elle Décor’s Dining by Design fundraiser is a national event, held annually to benefit the Design Industries Foundation Fighting AIDS (DIFFA). Karastan has participated in the event for the past three years, and for this, the 10th anniversary, the company’s theme was “Make a Statement”. To bring the concept to life, Karastan took common, everyday items, like soap, rubber bands, cotton balls and pencils, and transformed them into furnishings and walls. The entire space was ingeniously decorated by using typical items in atypical ways to “Make a Statement”. Karastan also had renowned performance artist/typist, Sheryl Oring, on hand to help guests “Make a Statement” for DIFFA, and later presented the typed notes to the organization as a memento. 

     Emmy-Award winning actress, Mariska Hargitay—Karastan’s Statement Maker for 2007—and her husband, Peter Hermann, joined Karastan’s table for dinner. Actress Jane Seymour, along with celebrity cookbook author and style maven Barbara Smith, also stopped by during the evening to view Karastan’s compelling tablescape.

     “Dining by Design supports a wonderful cause while giving everyone a fun and exciting way to express their creativity,” says Elizabeth Miller, senior vice president of design. “Since we are always 
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looking at things in new ways, we decided to create a table that reflects our innovative spirit and our unique ability to “Make a Statement. Your Own.” 

     “This event gives us the chance to share a very special evening with celebrities and other category leaders,” adds Connie Berry, director of marketing. “We value this opportunity because it exposes our Brand to an audience that appreciates high fashion while further supporting the products and message we promote at retail.”  
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Photo Captions:

1) Karastan’s Dining by Design table was composed of corrugated cardboard; seats are shrink-wrapped compositions of everything from rolls of newspaper to rubber bands.  

2) Perfomance artist/typist, Sheryl Oring, types a 10th anniversary Dining by Design wish from Dan Gasby as his wife, celebrity cookbook author and style maven, Barbara Smith looks on with Karastan’s senior vice president of style and design, Elizabeth Miller.

3) David Sheppard, executive director of DIFFA, poses with actresses Mariska Hargitay (left) and Jane Seymour (right) at the Karastan table space.   
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Karastan is part of Mohawk Industries, a leading supplier of flooring for both residential and commercial applications. Mohawk offers a complete selection of broadloom carpet, ceramic tile, wood, stone, laminate, vinyl, rugs and other home products. These products are marketed under the premier brands in the industry, which, in addition to Karastan, include Mohawk, Ralph Lauren, Lees, Bigelow, Dal-Tile and American Olean. Mohawk’s unique merchandising and marketing assists customers in creating the consumer’s dream. Mohawk provides a premium level of service with its own trucking fleet and over 250 local distribution locations.
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